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 VATICAN CITY

BEE VACANTE MUMLIEVIE

e .
POGTE VATIDANE
DiE EMISSIONIS

FIRST DAY COVER

mvidd bon s, ew Hyde Park,.Y.
SEDE VACANTE MCMLXXVIII

On August 23, 1978, seventeen days after the death of Pope Paul VI, the Vatican
Postal Administration released a series of three stamps to announce the Sede Vacante
{Vacant See), also known as the "Interregnum issue'l,

A common design was utilized for the bicolored trio, consisting of a stylized umbrella
over crossed keys with a grillwork background nearly covering the entire stamp. The
inscription "SEDE VACANTE MCMLXXVII'" appears above the design and "POSTE
VATICANE" and the value below. The lettering and outlines of the emblem and grillwork
are printed in lilac on all values. The emblem and background color varies in each stamp:
1201, sky blue, 150L pink and 250L light yellow.

The starnps, designed by Italian painter Emidio Vangelli, are vertical in format and.
raeasure 25 mm x 40 mun with a 14 x 13 1/4 perforation. A total of 1, 300, 000 complete
s&ts were printed in rotary photogravure on white glossy paper by the State Polygraphic
Institute, Rome-Italy and distributed in sheets of fifty.
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SEDE VACANTE

After the death of a pope, the throne of the Bishop of
Rome becomes temporarily vacant, until the Bacred College
pf Cardinals elects a new bishop by means of a conclave, In
the interim the Papal Secretary of State acts as head of the
Church. When the new bishop is elected, by virtue of his
pffice, he becomes the Supreme Pontiff or Head of the Ro-
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man Catholic Church. The throne or See of the Bishop of
Rome is located in the Basilica of St. Jobhn Lateran.

The "See'', seat or throne of a bishop, symbolizes his
office from which he spiritually administers the territories
placed under his jurisdiction. The episcopal chair, also
known as cathedra, when is located in 2 Roman Catholic
Church, if designates the church as a cathedral, The chair
is reserved only for the bishop when he attends or partici-
pates in ceremonial and liturgical functions.

The umbrella, also known as the "Canopy of the Basili-
ca'l, over the crossed keys has been traditionally designated
as the insignia of the "interregnum'. It signifies that the
See' is vacant and it also denoctes mourning. Therefore,
when a Pope dies, the umbrella replaces the papal tiara on
the Vatican coat of arms. The traditional significance of the
umbrella goes back to its use by early Christians during
burial ceremonies.

After the death of Pope Paul VI, on August 6, 1978,
Cardinal Jean Villot became caretaker of the Vatican City
State for twenty days, until Pope John Paul I was elected on
the 26th. On August 22, 1978, the Vatican announced the
minting of a 500 Lire ($.59) Sede Vacante silver coin de~
picting a dove, on one side, symbolizing the Holy Spirit,
through whose guidance the Princes of the Church choose a
new pope. The obverse shows the coat of arms of Cardinal
Jean Villot, The coin will be placed on sale on September 26,
1978, for 5000 Lire ($5.95). :

v

It has been reported, that the Vatican has utilized a por-

inn of the revenues from the 1978 Sede Vacante issue to finance the conclave which elected
>ope John Paul I. According to "Time' magazine, the conclave was budgeted at $2Z million.
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Time Is Running Dut!

‘\

1978 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE ON LAST 1L.AP

Only a few weeks remain before the '"Drive” will end on
Dacember 31, 1978,

So far, thanks to the efforts of hard working members,
the results have been gratifying. Let's not lose the momentum
and try to break all previous recerds.

Prizes worth well over $250, 00 await the winners, Need
more applications? Drop a line to the Membership Chairlady:

Miss Rita F. Murphy, 44 Beaver St., Framiogham, MA 017014
Hopefully, the winners will be announced in the January-February
1979 editicn of the "Notes'. j
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IN MEMORIAM
POPE JOHN PAUIL I 1913 - 1978

The news of the ynexpected death of Pope John Paul I
on September 29, 1978, stunned the Christian and non-
Christian world,

This obscure but hwmble and Vgifted pasior” was able
to capture the affection of people around the world in only
34 days as Pontiff of the Roman Catholic Church., John
Paul will surely be rememberad for his good humor and |
love and concern for all people. The funeral Mass and
burial tock place on October 4, 1978, after lying io state.
in the Basilica of 3t.Peter for five days. .

The recent chain of events at the Vatican have brought
forth a flood of special events covers and cards. The wide
variety of catchets and grouping now available, and the
many more yet to come would fill several album pages.
Here is an example of what is on the market today:

Pope Paul Vi Dav of death _
Lay-in-state {one for each dav)}
Conclave {one for sach davy)
Davy of funeral
Election day
+ Traditionsl coronation day
Naw, with the death of John Paul, the above process will begin again - Enjoy.. . or cry,

Pope John Paul I
Coat of Arms.

o o

3

Pope John Paul

It is not known at this writing, whether a second Sede Vacant® or the fraditional
coronation issue for John Paul have been released.

The death of the two Popes within a month has postponed the issue of stamp issues
announced earlier - Also the following cancels were not placed in service:
a. VRICCIONE '78'" Philatelic Exhibition held on August 26-29, 1978
b. 400th aniversary of the transfer of Holy Shroud to Turin .

POPE PA

1897 - 1978

{FOC provided by John Zase, New Hyde Park, M.Y.}
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ILLUSTRATED POST CARDS - II SERIES

CARTE POSTALE
Cind gai Vathasie :
Paiawee Aporistice o covtie i 5 Deatkee z

CITTA DEL VATICANO

SEI RIPRODUZIONI
' D1 )

FONTANE E VEDUTE

Dal DISEGNI ORIGINALL

LINO BIANCHI BARRIVIERA
PEK LA SERIE FILATELICA
EMESSA . 23 NOVEMBRE 1976 ’ '
~— el

Design on front and back of jacket housing the set of 6 cards

POSTE VATICANE
e ————;

=

D. CANCEL

On May 22, 1978, the Vatican Posts has released a series of six (6) 130 Lire post cards
(14,8 x 10.5 cm. ) contained within a folder {15 x 11 cm.). Each card illustrates the
original drawings prepared by Lino Bianchi Barriviera for the "Fountains and Views of
Vatican City' stamp issue of November 23, 1976 (Sc. No. 601-06).

The cards and jacket design are ideatical in format and similar in design to the
first series of twelve (12) post cards (120L and 130L) issued on March 21, 1977. The
illustration on each card is printed in charcoal grey, but on a different color background,
The colors used for each card are nearly identical as to the stamp counterpart.

The printing on the correspondence side is in black, while the pre-printed posiage
stamp {25 x 30 mm. -including perforation) and the papal insignia and lettering on the
jacket is dark brown. A total of 100, 000 complete sets were printed by Bertoncello

Artigrafiche, Cittadella (Padua), Italy. .
Following are the Vatican Architectonic views illustrated on the cards:

1. 8t, John's Tower

2. Fountain of the Sacrament

3. Fountain at the entrance of the gardens

4. The Apse pf St. Peter's Basilica

5. Via delle Fondamenta, Apse of the Basilica, the Borgia Tower
and exterior of the Sistine Chapel

6. St, Damasus Courtyard and Apostolic Palace
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Changes of name or address should be reported to1
WALLACE R. SMITH, 165-15 Union Tok, Flushing, NY, 11366

PATK Y Donald M. Keegan, 418 N. Palm Drive, Apt. 8, Beverly Hills, CA 90210
&540 (Col.} George Steubben, 7759 Tiverton Dr., Springfield, VA 22512

2541  Joseph Spinapolice D.O., 14 Williams Rd., Montvale, NJ 07645

2542  William P. O'Shaughnessy, 37 Garfield Place, Rutherford, NJ 07070

2543  Fr. Charles Dollen, 13734 Twin Peaks Rd., Poway, CA 92064

2544  Mrs. Pauline Kotimsky, 11 Waverly Place, New York, NY 10003

2545  William L. Riely, 26 Semincle Drive, Nashau, N 030460

2546 Paul A. Baldovin, Jackson Road, Box 216, RD 7, Hopewell Junction, NY 12533
2547 Rev. Edward P. Fernandez, P,O, Box 401902, Garland, TX 75040

2548  Thomas C. Vidmar, 71-53-69 St., Glendale, NV 11227

2549 Pasquale Palumbo, 781 Pelham Road, New Rochelle, NY 10805

2550 Lois L. Corbin, 501 East Seminole Apt. 7, Lake Wales, FL 33853

2551 Rev. Philip K. Harrigan, S.7J., 150 Morrissey Blvd., Dorchester, MA 02125
2552  Samuel Resnick, 120-14 Benchley Place, New York, NY 10475

2553 Robert C. England, 3225 North Isabell Ave,, Peoria, IL 61604

2554  Joseph A. Martinich, 55 Spire View Road, Ridgefield, CT 06877

2555 James W. Farrell, Room 1147, 1617 Kennedy Blvd., Philadelphia, PA 19103
2556 Gilles Fontaine, 20 Carpenter Street, Richmond-P.Q. JOB 2HO. (Canada)
2557 Edwin J. Byrnes, James Way, Granite Springs, NY 10527

2558  John L. Cruse, Sr., P.0O. Box 372, Agana, Guam 96910

2559  Thomas H. Meyerer, 5515 Roosevelt St., Betesda, MD 20034

2560 Henry P. Wachowski, 23 Penzance Rd., Stamford, CT 06902

2561  Thad Bednarz, 7610 W. Clarance, Chicago, IL 60631

2562  Albert Clauser, 1200 Chestnut St., Kulpmont, PA 17834

2563 Rev. Laurence J. Dunn, 7135 No. Harlem Ave., Chicago, IL 60631

2564 Frank E. Ritter, 4237 Alex Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45211 '
REINSTATEMENT

1423 Eileen E. Freeman, 226 RobinHood Rd., Mountainside, NJ 07092

-

Share your philatelic knowledge with the
beginner or the less informed. Send in
pictures of your exotic material or
provide us with a reproduction of your

BE A GOOD SAMARITAN ! \ f// MAIL AUCTION SALE \\

§C€ .« COntinued on page il

CAT # LOT § DESCRIPTION MinBid

FIRST DAY COVERS-UNADDEESSED-CACHET
134 o Z02-2%4 Golden 13 1.50
135 o 3465-35% Filimgramo? (2) .60
13 o 353355 1.60
137 o 479-483 Filigvano {(2) 2.00
138 o £53-%4  TreStelle 6.00

prize-winning pages. Perhaps, you can SERCIAL EVENT COVERS
di . i . 139 o 10/247/58 ltsliap Mobile P.0. in
send in some good tips on how to exhibit §t.Peters Squave 1.50
Y4 o 12/4758,3/2B/60,1/16/61-Conslarmry 1.50

Vatican material or whatever "o 161 w 5/5/61 ¥isit of Elizabeth-Golden
No formal write-up is necessary, just
send in the material, we will do the rest,

17 ~ Addressed. Z.50
142 o 5/13/67 Vimit to Portugsl. Kim

135,141 and a2, {3) 1.25
143 o 3/13/87 Yimit vo Portugal.

Filigraso (7)-1 Var/6 Port stawps 4.50
b o /2526767 Visit to Turkey.

§harlng of knowledge is what the Society Filigraso (8). 5.00
is about ! Be a GOOD SAMARITAN. .. H5 o B7/65/T0 5022?1 Cowms. Kim 132,133, 00
; 223,288, o .
The Editor and the membership are eager e 117120769 Apelle L2 Kim 267-
FE. (Th. .
\:f hear and learn from you. // END OF SALE - THANE YOU

VOI, XXVII - Neo. 3
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SPECIAL VATICAN CITY
CANCELLATIONDG

FREDERICK J. LEVITSKY

SVRREXT
CHRIBTVS
ALLELVIA

Canceblations matking the celebration of Easter, 1978. The cancellation neads: "Christ
has Risen - Alleluia." The top Left cancels are the special handstamp and machine
cancels. The othens ane fhose used An the various Vatican offices. These are designated
0n£§ha cancels with the number of cancelling devices, shown in Zhe upper moons, as
goLLows

50 = Central Window, 1 & 2 BS = Swiss Guard Office, 1 & 2

F = Philatelic Office UM = Mobile Office, 1 thru 6
MB = Cancelling Machine ¢ = Central Office, 1 thru 4

CA = Arriving Post, 1 & 2 1C & 20 = Ajrmall

AC = Arco Compane Office, 1 & 2 PP = Ppeumatic Post, 1 & 2

M = Museum Office, 1 & 2 P = Parcel Post, 1 & 2

Indormation 4rom Rome indicated these cancels were in use §rom March 19, Palm Sunday,

to the Feast of the Ascension, May 4. towever, the SC cancel shows May 5. A total of

29 different cancels was used. Why s0 many, 1 do not know. ALL of these are consddenred
fo be special event cancels, although used forn several weeks. The Geruman Study Group,
however, classes only the finst two as special cancels, the others as everyday cancels.
Compare with the Holy Year cancels shoum in Vo, XXIV, No. 1, Pg. 5. My thanks Zo

Dr. Nifs Rundquist of Sweden gon supplying copies of all of these cancels.

QAFOL;

28.N-T.Y Cancolbation marking Vatican participation in the EUROPA 78

' URDPQ 78 Tntonnational Philatelic Exhibition hekd in Naples grom April 19
o May 7. The cancellation shows these dates and was used during
ote yuss

Fhis penriod.
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TATES

Prapared by FREDERICK J. LEVITSKY /

Attributed to Sent, > (From illustration in German jouwrnal,)
Simil

nilar o VP #

bop, has serlf at top left,
sharply at bottom, cross on top too large, ribbons incorrect
shape,

Flower decorations too large, touches cord on right.

Ko copenings in key handliss for cords,

Top left bar of J in BAJ too long,

Ny
o

&

&

e G\:ﬂ‘;“’w

IRyt R 0 oo iy

A
& 7
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THE GENUINE 1 BAJ.

19
2&
3-?
h@
5.
66
?@

81" has dip in top, essentially without serdf.
Tiarm wider, small cross at top, ribbons ssparate and well formed,
Piowsr decorations small, not toushing cords and tassels.

Key handles have cpenings for cords.

Top left bar of J in BAJ short.

A11 lettering thinner.

Dividing lines broken, either vertical or horizontal.

vOL., XXVil - No. 3



*DISINFECTED MAIL® by K.F.Meyer, M.D. (Cont.}
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SRISINFECTED MAIL" by K.F.Meyer, M.D. (Cont.)

DUCTHY “OF AMILAN

BT EAt.A?'A

IA
mermfﬁs’?ma
RECGIO NELL EMILIA® { ‘(,’Em

' i

MODENA

BOLOGNA o mszw.m&
o Mfﬁ’mz‘ *8 60®R VENNA
- " IMOLA : g

. QFAEA'ZA
SroRLl

M/OLO DEI BAGHI @
o
(] 9CESENA

LA
SCHEGSIAY FABRIANO 4 %Mﬂ

g, OG/VITANOVA MARCHE
mcsz s T ELIPIONO
SFERMO
. .ﬁwwm‘m
FOLIGNC Ascm’/_ggcfw
"“..
’f .
) srerano TERN/I® 0
RIET! o o “,m :
CIVITACASTELLANA © mfm‘ﬁ
LY
CIVITAVECCHIA >

'I

JROMA (Rome}s

TYRRHENIAN -mwsrmm _

. S EA

NAPOLI (MAPLES)

SANiTA?iON AND D!SINFE.CTION
STATIONS IN
GRAMD DUCHY OF TUSCANY AND PAPAL STA?ES
: lGOO - 1858

{To be cont.)

.w_.
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L Col. Willlom J. Pelhom

MALL AUCTION SALE Ne.

Closing Dote 31 December 1978
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55 © 534-536 Golden 161 (1) Lot o 208-2lo ess (o L.0o

56 o 537560 Golden 162-163 (%) 1.60{f128 o 223224 8/7/37 {2y 1.00

57 "o 561-544 Golden 186165 (2) t.75}] 187 o 222-230 j9R (n 1,00

58 o 345547 Golden 166 (1) 1,25 128 o 235%237 1858 (% .78

59 o 550-554 Golden 169-170 {2) 1.500{H28 0 238240 1958 (1) 1.38 x

80 o 538-560 Golden 173 (1) 1301130 o 236260 1958-60 (5) .50

61 o 379-581 Goldem 1BZ {1) 1,75 §“3 o C24-26 1956 {3} 1.25

62 & 552-384 Golden 181 (1) Losfilid e L3 11/88 (5) L.30 g Signature

83 & 585387 Golden 183 {1% osoilitag il 3/af36  c1) 3,00

64 o SEB-3BY Golden 184 {35 250l continued on page 5 1
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ST DAY COVERS
\XIMUM CARDS

: yENTS ‘ MANUFACTURER OF THE FULL

ACTAS COLOR ZASOZ]SILK CACHET

SED : L
—— %‘ b
EXTENSIVE STOCK 1 Bk
OF VATICAN FDC'S, 2 o
MAXIMUM CARDS L 8
AND EVENTS B H :
LARGEST U.S. SUPPLIER T 5 s
AND MANUFACTURER OF i
VATICAN CITY FDC'S ~i 1 [
SERVING THE VATICAN ] ]
COLLECTOR SINCE 1957 e —————
HOW OUR NEW ISSUE SERVICE WORKS JOHN ZASO A
|. CHECK THE ITEMS DESIRED P.O. BOX 310 A
2. FiLL IN YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS
3. MATERIAL WILL BE SENT AS ISSUED NEW HYDE PARK, N.Y. 11040 ‘
ON APPROVAL. NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED SILK FDC KiM MAX. CDS. —
NO OBLIGATION TO BUY. CANCEL ANYTIME. GOLDEN SERIES FDC ___ .S MAX. CDS. —
PLEASE NOTE - SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR KM FDC . MATCHED COR. BLKS. .
MINT SETS ALONE WILL BE HELD RODIA FDC —__ MIN. SHEET FDC —
UNTIL 3 SETS ACCUMULATE AND RUSSO FDC e MINT SETS__ BLOCKS .
WILL BE SHIPPED AT ONE TIME CAPITOLIUM FDC ... SHEETS —
AT NEW ISSUE PRICES. SILK MAX. CDS. . USED SETS_._. BLOCKS __
e . MEMBER : PARCH. FOLDERS FDC ... ACTAS — EVENTS....
ASDA, VPS,
ATA, SPA, NAME
NPS, LISDA
ADDRESS
CiTyY STATE ZiF
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