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(FOe provided by John Zoso, New Hyde Pork, N. Y.)

SEDE VACANTE MCMLXXVIII

On August 23, 1978, seventeen days after the death of Pope Paul VI, the Vatican
Administration released a series of three stamps to announce the Sede Vacante

(Vacant See), also known as the "Interregnum issue".
A common design was utilized for the bicolored trio, consisting of a stylized umbrella

over crossed keys with a grillwork background nearly covering the entire stamp. The
inscription "SEDE VACANTE MCMLXXVII" appears above the design and "POSTE

TICANE" and the value below. The lettering and outlines of the emblem and grillwork
are printed in lilac on all values. The emblem and background color varies in each stamp:

sky blue, 150L pink and 250L light yellow.
The stamps, designed by Italian painter Emidio Vangelli, are vertical in format and.

measure 25 rom x 40 rnrn with a 14:x 13 1/4 perforation. A total of 1,300,000 complete
were printed in rotary photog ravuze on white glossy paper by the State Polygraphic

Rome-Italy and distributed in sheets of fifty.
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After the death of Pope Paul VI, on A 6, 1978,
Cardinal Jean Villot became caretaker the Vatican City
State for twenty days, until Pope John I was elected on
the 26th. On August 22, 1978, the n announced the
minting of a 500 Lire ($.59) Sede Vacante s l' coin de-
picting a dove, on one s ide, symbolizing Holy Spirit,
through whose guidance the Princes of Church choose a
new pope. The obverse s coat arms of Cardinal
Jean'Villot. The coin will be placed on on September 26,
1978, for 5000 Lire ($5.95).
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On May 22, 1978, the Vatican Posts has released a series of six (6) 130 Lire post card~
(14.8 x 10.5 em. ) contained within a folder (15 x 11 em.). Each card illustrates the
original drawings prepared by Lino Bianchi Ba r rf vie.ra for the ":rrountains and Views of
Vatican City" stamp issue of November 23, 1976 (Sc, No. 601 ...06).

The cards and jacket design are identical in format and similar in design to the
first series of twelve (12) pol;lt cards (l20L and l30L) issued on March 21, 1977. The
illustration on each card is printed in charcoal grey, but on a different color background.
The colors used for each card are nearly idep,tical as to the stamP counteJ:'part.

The printing on the correspondence side is in black, while the pre .•printed postage
stamp (25 x 30 mm •.. including perforation) a1\d the papal insignia and letteJ:'ing on the
jacket is dark brown. A total of 100,000 complete sets were pJ:'inted by J3ertoncel1o
Artigrafiche, Cittadella (Padua), Italy.

Following are the Vatican Architectonic views Ulu$tJ:'ated 01\the cards:

1. St. John's Tower
2. Fountain of the Sacrament
3. Fountain at the ent r anc e of the gardens
4. The Apse of St. Peter's lPasUi~a
5. Via delle F'ondarneuta, Apse of the Basilica, the lPorgia Tower

and exterior of the Sh;tine Chape~
6. St. Damasus Courtyard and Apostolic Palace
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REINSTATEMENT

Share knowledge with the
beginner or less informed. Send in
pictures of your exotic material or
provide us a reproduction of your
prize Perhaps, you can
send in some on how to exhibit
Vatican ma ter or ve r ••.•.

formal write-up is
send in we

1423 Eileen Freeman, 226 RobinHood Rd. , 07092

BE A MAIL AUCTION SALE
continued on page 11
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LOT I DESCRIPTION K1~id
FIllST DAY coVERS-UNADDUsSED-cACHET

134 0 292-294 Golden 13 1.50
135 345-352 Filiagrano?(2) 1.80
136 353.•355 1.00
131 0 419-483 I'Uigrano (2) 2.00
138 0 C53-54 TreStelle 6.00

just
rest.

Mobile P.O. in
St.Peters Square 1.50

o 12/4/59,3/28/60,l/16/61-CoDsiatory 1.50
I) Visit of El1zabeth-,Golden

.•Addressed. 2.50
5/13/61 Visit to Portugal. Kim

141 and 142. (3) 1.25
o 5/13/61 Visit to Portugal.

Fil:lgrano (1)-1 Vat!6 Port &ta~s 4.50
Vi"it to Turkey.
(8). 6.00

Social Co•••••. Kim 132,133,
288. (4) 1.00

Apollo 12. Kim 267-

Sharing of
is about! Be
The Editor
to hear an d 4.00

is what the Society
GOOD SAMARITAN •••
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Ca..nce1£,.a..Uol1OmMk,,[ng -the. ce£.e.bJtat,[cIY/.on Ea..6teJL, 1978. The. c.a..nce...U.a..ti.onneads : "Chri st
has Risen .. Alleluia." The. .top le.~.t ca..nce£..6 Me. .the. .6pe.cJ..al. MncU.ta..mp and mac.hhte.
c.a..nce£..6. The o.theM Me tho.6e lU>ed.,[n .the. va.Jt.iolU>Va...Uc.a.n066lc.e.6. 'tnese Me de.6igna...ted
on .the c.a..nce£..6 wilh .the. n.umbeJL 06 canc.elling devJ..ce.6, .6hown in -the uppeJL moo,l1O, a..6
noUOW.6:

GS ""
C ::::

p :::

rd Of'f'tce , 1 & 2
ce 11 1 thru 6

cell 1 thru 4
nnail
, 1 & 2

1 & 2

In6oJt.ma;t[on nJtom Rome indlca.ted .the.6e cance£..6 WeJLe MMc.h 19, Pa.lm Sunda.y,
to the Fea.-6t 06 the Abc.e.l1Oion, May 4. Howe.veJL, .6how.6 May 5. A .to:ta..l 06
29 dl66eJLen.t c.a..ncel:6 used, Why.6o ma..ny, 1 do know. AU 06 .the.6e Me cOI1OMeJLed
.to be .6pecJ..al. a1.:though 60n ,Q weekA. The Genman Study GJt..oup,
howev eJL, Ua.6!.l es two a..6 .6pecJ..al. ca..ncel.&, :the atheM a..6 eVeJLyda.y c.a..nce1..6.

wilh .6hown XXIV, 2, Pg. 5. My tMnkA to
0-6 aU. 06 :the.6 e. c.a..nce£..6.

SC ::: Wi 1 & 2
F :::Philatelic ee

MB ::: Cancelling Machine
::: v1ng 1 I 2

AC :::Area Campane ce, 1 & 2
M :::Museum Off1ce~ 1 & 2

in :the EUROPA 18
-in Na..p£.e.66Jt..omAptt1..f 29

.6how.6 t.he.6 e daxes a..nd Wa..6 lU>ed du.Jt.lng

6 .. No. 3VOL.
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"DISINFECTED MAIL" by K.F.Meyer~ M.D. (Cont.)
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"DISINFECTED MAILII by K.F.r~eyer, M.D. (cont .)
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1800 -1855
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(To be cont.)
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:n (lct
13 ,No
14 , 'Ilb:U:_
15 0 393 lO~ ib CYr. Civita caatel~

to !lolM. C1viu CDS8 Hov 611on
front with __ cript t , :a-
CDS back 9 Nov 68. Burs'S».

VATlCMl ern
16 ** 61-67 F-VF
17 ti 1.55 W (ShNt of
111 •••156-157 F-W
19 •••169-170 F-W
20 ,. 171-17l!'- F-VF
21 111 176-1111 F-W
22 111 192-194 F~W
23 111 2000-202 F-W
24 *liI 239-242 B9 VF-a, Block of
25 ti 269-272 1:5 VF, Bloek of "

. 26 •••• 27~21O Biil W, Illock of "
27 1IIliI 29~297 . Hi S, Illock of "
28 ** 313-316 m S, Block of "
29 *liI 317-322 IlIiIW-S, Block of 4
30 ** 317-322 1:5W-S; Block of "
31 ** 369-371 i!S II, Block of "
32 ** 479-483 sa W-S, Block of 4
33 *'" 49~499 EElW-S Block of "
34 ** 521-52.5 aiS-;-""-'Blocll.-ort;
3.5 *'" 526-.527 m U, Block of 4
36 *•.•528-.530 IB lUock of ••
J7 ••• 531-5:33 m !lock of "
38 *'" 534-536 m Block of
39 "'''' 537-540 fB Block of
40 ••• 5:U-540 ft:l Block of
41 0 C9-15 VF
42 """ C45-46 6.l W, lUock of 4
43 "'* C47-52 EB W, lliock of "
44 •••• C53-54 EElW, Block of 4
n&sr DAY COVERS-CACll:!tt-IllUJ)DRESSED
45 0 375-378 Golden 48 (2)
46 0 504-508 Golden 136-137 (2)
47 0 509-512 Golden 138
48 0 513-514 Golden 141
49 0 515-511 Golden
50 0 518-520 Golden (2)
51 0 520. Golden 144
52 ,,526-521 Golden 154-155 (2)
53 0 528-530 Golden 156
54 0 531-533 Golden 160
55 0 534-536 Golden
56 Q 537-540 Golden
57 .0 541-544 Golden 164-165
58 0 545-547 Golden 166
59 0 550-554 Golden
60 0 558-560 Gol<:l1..,
61 ., 579-581 Golden
62 0 582-584 Golden
63 SlI5-581 Gold ••n
64

eo W
SPECIAL EVEIml COVDS-CAaIE'r
84 0 6/15!63-V1e1t of S~roQ, ~
85 0 11'l/63-Vitll1t of ~dy, Gold_
86 121'l1l66-Dial Tele. l:1a 126
81 e 7/25/68-~ V11:.u, l:1a 1113
SPECIAL 1"OLDEll.S
88 ,,61-67 in F.D.Folder 17.00
89 Q 110-121,19-10 on 3 section

PH Folder,Caehet,FD,2/20/46. 18.50
90 Q 122-131,111-12 on 3 section Un10n

PH Folde~het,FD, 3/7/49. 200.00
91 "132-139 on 3 lIIectic:m ArtuUca

folder. 12/24/49. 20.00

t

10.00
20.00

2.25

6.00

39.00
U5.OO

3.25
2.00
l.00
1.00

10.00
3.40,

13.00
3.50
3.50
6.75

15
2.90
.1.25

34 F-W
F-W

F, Gutt.er lIlock of 4.
C9,10,11,14,15 VF, U.ed to Hi

VF
VF
VF
l:E F-W.Block of 4
EElF-W,lIloek of "
fiB F-VF,Bloeit of "
m w, lIlock of 4
EElF-VF,Bloelt of "
a3 W, Block of "
m VF, Block of "
m w, lIlock of ••
II! F-W,lllock of "
m F-VF,lllock of "
B3 \IF, Block of
G-Vl'
F
l'
W
P-W
G (3Co!!lp sees)

" 214-215
98 ** 2424.
99 *.• 515-517

100 "'.• 521-525
101 "'''' 526-527
102 *'" 528-530
10) "''''531-533
104 "'•• 534-536
105 "'''' 537-540
106 ** 541-544
107 ••••545-547
lOll
109 ,,," 558-560
110 0 1-13
HI '" C2G-21
112 '" C22-23
H3 •• E-l
H4 •• 313-18
115 '" 223-232

1.25
1.25
2.50

12.50
3.00
7.25

2.75
2.00

15.00
2.00
7.75
2.25
2.25
:;1.25
3.00
3.50
3.50

PI.all* .IlUlrc:I1,C1i5.
<IlIt ow the! limits
one. with thlli e@lm;lilti~lnll

CITY
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FIRST DAY COVERS
MAXIMUM CARDS
FOLDERS
EVENTS
ACTAS

INT'
USED

EXTENSIVE STOCK
VATICAN FOC'S,

MAXIMUM CARDS
EVENTS

LAR~GE~;T U.S. SUPPLIER
MANUFACTURER OF

VATICAN CITY FDC'S
SERVING THE VATICAN
COLLECTOR 'SINCE 1957

HOW OUR NEW ISSUE SERVICE WORKS

~ CHECK THE ITEMS DESIRED
FILL IN YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS
MATERIAL WILL BE SENT AS ISSUED

APPROVAL. NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED
OBLIGATION TO BUY. CANCEL ANYTIME.

- SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR
MINT SETS ALONE WILL BE HELD

3 SETS ACCUMULATE AND
BE SHIPPED AT ONE TIME

NEW ISSUE PRICES.
MEMBER:
ASDA, VPS,
ATA. SPA,
NPS, USDA

IT
E I

MANUFACTURER OF
COLOR

JOHN ZASO
P. . BOX 310
NEW HYDE PARK, N. 11040
SILK FDC
GOLDEN SERIES FDC _
KIM
RODIA FDC
RUSSO FDC
CAPITOLIUM FDC
SILK MAX.
PARCH, FOLDERS FOC _

_ BLOCKS __
ACTAS

NAME _
ADDRESS _
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